InterTradeIreland -Fusion Programme

Ireland State aid reference no: X631/2009 - Fusion - Phase III    
UK State aid reference X672/2009
Member States

United Kingdom & Ireland

Region

Northern Ireland & Ireland

Title of Aid Scheme

Fusion Phase III

Legal basis

British Irish Agreement Act 1999 Section 2.3 Part 7 of Annex II of the Act empowers InterTradeIreland to invest, grant aid or lend for the purposes of its function.

EC legal basis

European Communities Act 1972

All aid provided under this Scheme will be within the limits set out in Articles 38 and 39 of Commission Regulation (EC) 800/2008 (General Block Exemption Regulation)

Objective of the scheme

FUSION is an all-island programme which enables knowledge and technology transfer between business and academia to support innovation and increase capability. FUSION develops and facilitates three-way cross-border partnerships and projects between companies, graduates and third level institutions.

Granting Authority Name

InterTradeIreland

Scope of the scheme

The Scheme will be open to SMEs and large companies throughout Northern Ireland and Ireland other than those in sectors prohibited under the General Block Exemption Regulations.  Aid will not be allowed for the following activities:

• aid to export related activities, namely aid directly linked to the quantities exported, to the establishment and operation of a distribution network or to other current costs linked to the export activity; or

• aid contingent upon the use of domestic over imported goods. Aid may not be given where the proposed recipient of the aid is:

• subject to an outstanding order for the recovery of aid which has been declared by the Commission to be illegal and incompatible with the common market; or

• “a firm in difficulty” within the meaning of Chapter 2 of the Community guidelines on State aid for rescuing and restructuring firms in difficulty (OJC 244, 1.10.2004)

Date and period of the Scheme

Support under this Scheme may be granted until 31st December 2013.

Budget for aid under the Scheme

InterTradeIreland, at its discretion, will grant fund projects from its annual departmental budgets under this legal framework. The maximum allocation of funds under this scheme over the period June 2009 to 31 December 2013 has been estimated at c£10 million.

Form and intensity of aid

All aid awarded under the Scheme will be transparent and in line with criteria set out in Articles 38 and 39 of the General Block Exemption Regulation. Aid will be awarded by way of a grant. The aid intensity shall not exceed 25% of the eligible costs for specific training and 60% of eligible costs for general training.  However the aid intensity may be increased up to a maximum aid intensity of 80% of the eligible costs as detailed in Article 39 (2) of GBER.
Eligible activities to be supported under the Scheme

FUSION provides a comprehensive package of support, including assistance with both the company and the academic costs associated with the project. Up to £35,000/€39,325 will be made available to each project, to fund 50% of the graduate employment costs and other eligible costs. The maximum individual project financial support package is 18 months, broken down by a number of component costs (full details: http://www.intertradeireland.com/index.cfm/area/information/page/FUSION%20support
Monitoring and reporting requirements

All recipients of aid under the scheme will be informed that aid has been provided under the Scheme pursuant to Articles 38 & 39 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 800/2008 (General Block Exemption Regulation). 

Eligible costs will be transparent and directly and exclusively related to the project being funded.

Records will be kept for 10 years from the date the last aid award provided under the Scheme is given. Records will be sufficiently detailed to establish that the conditions of the scheme are met.

An annual report on the expenditure under this Scheme will be provided to the

Commission.

Contact information:

InterTradeIreland
Kilmorey Street
Newry
BT34 2DE
Tel: 028 3083 4100 (048 from Ireland)
